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Thank you, thank you very much Madame President, Mr. Dossal, Mr. Under-
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to say is that I expect that much philanthropic activity will have to be financed in a different 
way going forward and there will be a financial restructuring in the NGO movement that 
roughly parallels the restructuring of financing of regular economies in a lot of wealthy 
countries that have suffered financial collapse and that parallels the restructuring of  political 
financing in my country where we‟ve been through several cycles now where internet 
donations to campaigns that amount to a lot of money, even though individually they‟re 
relatively small, have become more and more important. But in the history of this, the three 
most important internet campaigns have been the three that were the most prominent last 
year – President Obama‟s, Hillary‟s and Senator McCain‟s.  In other words, it is the tide of 
history.  
 
UNITAID, I would argue therefore - it‟s father, Philippe Douste-Blazy is here - is, I think, 
the wave of the future in a lot of philanthropic giving because UNITAID uses the airline tax, 
which I earnestly hope the French will extend, to generate very large amounts of money in 
small individual donations appended to airline transportation, and that money has been a 
magnet to attract contributions from over two dozen other countries, so that the donations 
are big, but were not given by billionaires.  In this case, the government served as a market-
maker, if you will, to amass large numbers of smaller donations and then concentrate 
significant funds on a real problem.   
 
My foundation works with UNITAID to purchase children‟s ARVs, and because of 
UNITAID, we now are treating more than 200,000 children with ARVs; that‟s about 2/3 of 
all of the children in the developing world who‟ve been added to the ranks of treatment 
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The last point I would like to make is there needs to be an examination - if we‟re going to go 
forward with maternal and child health and with neglected tropical diseases - without falling 
back in the other areas, and you want the NGO movement to be a part of it, and I can tell 
you from my own experience, that donors, both the large philanthropic donors and donor 
nations, and the organizations, have to decide what it is they are willing to fund, because my 
experience has been that almost no one in the world will die this year because of the cost or 
the lack of availability of AIDS medicine but many people will die of AIDS this year because 
of the absence of effective health care systems in rural areas of the poorest countries. And, 
in those same areas, people are dying for lack of maternal and child health, they‟re dying of 
neglected tropical diseases.    
 
In the roughly more than two dozen countries in which my foundation operates its AIDS 
programme, and in Tanzania, where we‟re doing malaria, and we hope the drugs in the same 
way, we hope to do it in ten more countries next year, we find that whenever we build the 
networks in rural areas, to deal with HIV and AIDS, the small lab facilities, the tiny 
refrigerators, the generators, the tiny solar reflectors; all these things - pretty soon, we‟re 
training people who are improving maternal and child health, who are diagnosing neglected 
tropical diseases.  In other words, I think the most important thing that needs to be done in 
the developing world is to build out these health networks.  And donors which have been 
incredibly generous in saying “I‟ll pay for the medicine”, go get 
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examples but I am sure you all know that.  I just believe that focusing on how to do things 
better will generate more support from donors and that if you‟re serious about philanthropy, 
you have to be serious about not only counting the results but whether you have turned your 
good intentions into positive changes in the most cost-effective possible way.  In a world in 
which there is not enough money to go around, and people die every time you make a 
mistake, it is immoral not to be relentlessly focused on how we can be more effective every 
single solitary day.   
 
I‟ll just give you an example – we work on agriculture in Rwanda and Malawi, and I know 
the World Bank‟s President already said this; I was here on World Food Day, so I won‟t get 
off into that, but this is a health-care issue – whether people can feed themselves is a health-
care issue. The world made a terrible mistake to walk away from supporting the 
development of sustainable agriculture and all the other jobs that spun out of that in 1981.  




